every one of these things as "pauperizing.51 We attach
an element of shame to almost every one of them. It
is held wrong and mean that people should be "given"
something they have not worked for. The middle class
say "Why should I sweat and slave to give my children
proper education and then pay taxes to educate some-
one else's children as well?" Yes, why, indeed?

And there is something fundamentally degrading
about it all within the atmosphere of the present order.
If you are told that you have a right, and therefore
claim the right, to seek your own advantage, if you
regard anything which you can collect into your own
hands as yours, so that whatever the community takes
away in taxation is really robbery, why then it is rather
degrading at the same time to have to make demands
that others should minister to your needs in case you
should unfortunately be unable to supply them yourself.

It is only when the whole atmosphere changes that
all these "exceptional" things fall into place and acquire
a logic and a harmony of their own. The full vigour
of the new age does not break forth with all its glorious
promise until men as a whole understand that these
tilings are not exceptional, and that the few powerful ad-
vocates of the old order are mere survivals of a dying age.

But, it may be pointed out, a Service Community
has two sides to it. There are the things the community
provides for the individual and there are the things
which the individual contributes to the community.
Where, I shall be asked, can I find the beginnings of
those things which the individual will contribute? Have
we made a start on this side also ?

Of course we have. Surely we can see the beginnings
and more than the mere beginnings of the individual's
contribution to the community in the great towering
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